
 
 
GreenPower Key Messages 
 
The primary aim of the government managed GreenPower Program is to help drive 
investment in new renewable energy generation in Australia (post 1997).  
 
It is one of Australia’s most popular forms of voluntary renewable energy. 
 
The Program allows households and businesses to proactively displace all, or some, of 
their electricity usage with government certified renewable energy. This renewable energy is 
then added to Australia’s electricity grids on their behalf. 
 
By purchasing GreenPower, customers are helping to support Australia’s renewable energy 
sector (and the jobs it provides), and are reducing their impact on the environment at the 
same time. 
 
When businesses and households choose an accredited renewable energy product, this 
commits their GreenPower Provider to sourcing the equivalent amount of certified renewable 
energy from the accredited generators - include wind, solar, bioenergy and mini-hydro 
generators – which have zero net greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
The great thing about GreenPower is that purchases are additional to the Commonwealth 
Government’s Renewable Energy Target.  
 
This means GreenPower is considered over and above these mandated levels and increases 
the amount of renewables in Australia’s grids higher than what otherwise would be the case. 
 
GreenPower typically costs more than standard electricity; however the bulk of this bit extra 
goes directly back to the accredited renewable energy generators.  
 
This investment helps these generators to compete with other forms of electricity generation 
and is how GreenPower customers are helping to support Australia’s renewable energy 
sector.  
 
In order to ensure the amount of GreenPower customers purchase actually goes into the 
grid, the Program manages a two-tiered and independent audit of the Provider’s GreenPower 
data on an annual basis. These audits are made publically available on the GreenPower 
website. 
 
Only GreenPower accredited renewable energy generators and products are able to bear the 
GreenPower logo. Since GreenPower meets the highest environmental standards, the logo 
assures customers the renewable energy they are buying is the best environmental choice. 
 
There are a number of additional benefits for businesses that purchase GreenPower. For 
example, businesses that purchase 10% or more of their annual electricity usage are eligible 
to use the GreenPower Customer Logo on their business materials to recognise their efforts, 
and can also be featured on the GreenPower website as a GreenPower customer. Business 
customers that purchase 50% or more of their annual consumption can have their logo 
featured on the website.  
 
The full range of benefits to business purchasers is available in the business section of the 
GreenPower website. 

http://www.greenpower.gov.au/


Facts and figures 
 

• Since the Program’s inception (in 1997) Australian businesses and households have 
purchased more than 17.5 million megawatt hours of GreenPower accredited 
renewable energy. 

 
• This is enough renewable energy to power more than 2.6 million homes for one 

year (*). 
 

• In this time, Australian businesses and households have reduced their greenhouse 
gas emissions by more than 17.5 million tonnes (**). 

 
• This reduction in emissions is the equivalent of taking more than 5 million cars off 

the road for one year (***). 
 

• Since 2009, more than $620M has been invested back to accredited generators via 
the Program (****). 

 
• According to 2014 GreenPower data, there are approximately 500,000 GreenPower 

customers across Australia (*****). 
 

• There is currently more than 140 GreenPower accredited renewable energy 
generators across Australia. 

 
• There are two types of GreenPower Providers: 

 
1. Electricity retailers - the majority of electricity retailers across Australia of GreenPower 

Products.  

a. More than 20 across the country. 

2. Decoupled providers – deal with the purchase & surrender of Large-scale Generation 

Certificates but do not supply electricity. 

a. ACX Argyle, Climate Friendly, COzero, Community Climate Chest 

Either way it amounts to the same thing – more certified renewable energy is added to the 
grid. 
 
The list of GreenPower Providers can be found on the www.greenpower.gov.au website. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
* Based on an annual household electricity consumption of 6.5MWh 
** Figure based on a Grid Emission Factor of 1:1. 
*** Figure based on Australian National Greenhouse Accounts Reports 2012 & Australian Bureau of Statistics: 9208.0 Survey of 

Motor Vehicle Use, Australia 2012 data. 
**** This figure is based on a mean price of $60 per megawatt hour ($30 wholesale price plus $30 LGC price). 
***** Unaudited data used. Figures are based on the Quarter 4 2014 Provider Reports. 
 

 

http://www.greenpower.gov.au/

